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To the REA DER. 


4. F INCE the Name firſt came abroad into 
- the World, many have been at a lcſs to 
= know what a Methodiſt is: What are the 

Principles and the Practice of thoſe, who are 
commonly. called by that Name ; and what the 
diſtinguiſhing Marks of this Seer, which is 
every where ſpoken againſt. 


2. Aud it being generally Jelieved, That 7 
was able to give the cleareſt Account of theſe 
+ Things, (as having been one of the firſt to 
* whom that Name was given, and the Perſon 
> by whom the reſt were ſuppoſed to be uiretted) 
I have been called upon, in all manner of ways, 
and with the utmoſt Earneſtneſs, ſo to do. I 
yield at laſt to the continued Importunity both 
e Friends and Enemies: And do now give the 


© cleareſt Account I can, in the Preſence of the 


P Lord and Fudge of Heaven and Earth, of the 
Principles and Practice whereby thoſe who are 


called Methodiſts, are dtingu;ſped from other 


4 Men. 
1 
* 1 
* 


3. I ſay, thoſe who are called Methodiſts, 
For let it be well obſerved, that this is not a Name 
+ which they take to themſelves, but one fix d upon 
8 them, by way of Reproach, without their Ap- 


¶Probation or Conſent. It was firſt given to three 


er four young Men at Oxtord, by a Student of 
| Chrilt- 
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To the RreaprR. 


Chriſt-Church : Either in Allufion to the. an” 
cient Sect of Phyſicians ſo called, (from*their 
teaching, that almoſt all Diſeaſes might be cur'd, 
by a ſpecifice Method of Diet and Exerciſe) or 


from their obſerving a more regular Method of 


Study and Behaviour, than was uſual with 
thoſe of their Age and Station. 


4. 1 ſhould ſtill rejoice (ſo little ambitious ain 


1 to be at the Head of any Set or Party) if 
the very Name might never be mentioned more, 


might be buried in eternal Oblivion. But F4 


that cannot be; at leaſt let thoſe who will. / 
it, know the Meaning of the Word they 


Let us not always be fighting in the Dark. 


Come, and let us look one another in the Face, 

And perhaps fome of you who hate what I am 
called, may love what I am (by the Grace of 
God: :) Or rather, what I follow after, if that 


1 may ndeger © that, for which alſo J am 


appro he 


ed of Chriſt News 
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THE 


CHARACTER of a METHODIST. 


1. T HE diftinguifbing Marks of a Methodiſt are 


— 


not his Opinions of any fort. His aſſenting 

to this or that Scheme of Religion, his em- 

bracing any particular Set of Notions, his eſpouſing the 
Judgment of one Man or of another, are all quite wide 
of the Point. Whoſoever therefore imagines, that a 
Methodiſt is a Man of ſuch or ſuch an Opinion, is groſly 
ignorant of the whole Affair; he miſtakes the Truth 
totally. We believe indeed, that A, Scripture is given 
lnſpiration of God; and herein we are diſtinguiſhed 
rom Jews, Turks, and Infidels. We believe this writ- 


ten Word of God to be the only and the ſufficient Rule, both 


of Chriſtian Faith and Practice; and herein we are fun- 
damentally diftmguiſhed from thoſe of the Romiſb Church, 
We believe Chriſt to be the eternal, ſupreme God; and 
herein are we diſtinguiſn'd from the Socinians and 4rians. 
But as to all Opinions which do not ſtrike at the Root 
of Chriſtianity, we think and let think. So that what- 
ſoever they are, whether right or wrong, they are no 
ai ftinguiſhing Marks of a Methodiſt. . 

2. Neither are Words or Phraſes of any fort. We do 
not place our Religion, or any Part of it, in being at- 
tach'd to any —_— Mode of Speaking, any quaint 
or uncommon Set of Expreſſions. The moſt obvious, 


eaſy, common Words, wherein our Meaning can be 


convey'd, we prefer before others, both on ordinary 
Occaſions, and when we ſpeak of the Things of God. 
We never therefore willingly or deſignedly deviate from 
the moſt uſual Way of ſpeaking , unleſs when we ex- 
preſs Scripture Truths in Scripture Words, (which, we 
preſume, no Chriſtian will condemn.) Neither do we 
affect to uſe any particular Exprellions of Script-re, more 
frequently than others, unleſs they are ſuch as are more 
frequently uſed by the inſpired Writers themſelves 80 


that it is as groſs an Error, to place the Mark: of a Me- 
thodiſt in his Fords, as in Opinions of any fort, 

3. Nor do we deſire to be difting:iſh'd by inc, 
Cuftoms, or Cſeges of an indifferent Nature, Our Reli- 
gion does not lie in doing Ew God has not e:j0ui'd, 
- | 2 Or 
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or abſtaining from what he hath not forbidden. It does 
not lie in the Form of our Apparel, in the Poſture of 


our Body, or in the covering our Heads; nor yet in ab- 
Raining from Marriage, nor from Meats and Drinks, 


which are all good, if received with Thankſgiving: 
Therefore neither will any Man who knows whereof 
he affirms, fix the Mark of a Methodiſt here, in any 
Actions or Cuſtoms purely indifferent, undetermin'd by 
the Word of God. | a 

4. Nor, /oftly, is he to be diſtinguiſh'd by laying the 
nohole Strcſs of Religion on any fing/e Part of it. If 
you ſay, Yes, he is; for he thinks ave are ſaved by 
Faith alone: I anſwer, You do not underſtand the 
Terms. By Salvation he means, Holineſs of Heart and 
Life; and this he affirms to ſpring from {rue Fairu 
ALone. Can even a Nominal Chriſtian deny it? Is 


this placing a Part of Religion for the Whole ? Do ave 
then make void the Law thro" Faith? God forbid! Ye we 
eſtabliſh the Law. We do not place the whole of Re- 
gion (as too many do, God knoweth) either in doing 


no Harm, or in doing Good, or in uſing the Ordinances 
of God. No, nor in all of them together; wherein we 
know by Experience a Man may labour many Years, 
and at the-End have no true Religion at all, no more than 
he had at the Beginning. Much leſs in any one of theſe ; or, 
it may be in a Scrap of one of them: Like her who 
fancies herſelf a virizews Woman, only becauſe ſhe's 
not a Proſtitute ; or him who dreams he is an honeft 
Man, merely becauſe he does not rob or ſteal. May 
the Lord God of my Fathers preſerve me from ſuch a 
poor, ſtarved Religion as this! Were this the Mark of a 
Methodiſt, I would ſooner chuſe to be a ſincere Few, 
Turk, or Pagan. 8 

5. What then is the Mark? Who is a Methodiſt, ac- 
cording to your own Account?“ I anſwer, A Merho- 
diſt is one who has the Lowe of God ſhed abroad in his 
Heart, Ly the Holy Ghoſt given unto him: One who /oves 
the Lord his Ged with all kis Heart, and with all his 
Scul, and with all his Mind, and with all his & trength, 
Go is the Joy of his Heart, and the Deſire of his Soul; 
which is conſtantly crying out, I hom hade I in Heaven 
but Thee, and there is none upon Earth that J diſire 
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| | b:/ide tber! My God and my All! Thou art the Strength 


of my Heart, and my Portion for ever 

6. He is therefore happy in God, yea always hap- 
py, as having in him a Mell of Water, ſpringing up into 
everlaſting Life, and overflowing his Soul with Peace 
and Joy. Perfect Love having -now caft out Fear, he 
rejoices evermore, He rejoices in the Lord always, even 
in Gop his Saviour : And in the Father, through our 
Lord Jzsus ChRIST, by whom he hath new receiv'd the 
Atonement. Hawing found Redemption thro' his Blood, 
the Fargicveneſs of his Sins, he cannot but rejoice when- 
ever he looks back on the horrible Pit out of which he 
is deliver'd, when he ſees all his Tranſpreffions blotted. 
. ; out as a Cloud, and his lniquities as a thick Claud. He 
cannot but rejoice, whenever he looks on the State 

$ wherein he now is, being juſtified freely, and having 
Peace with God, thro" our Lord Jevus CHRIST. For 


he that believeth hath the Witneſs of this in himſelf + 
Being now the Son of Go by Faith, becauſe be is a 
'* Son, Gop hath. ſent forth the Spirit of his Son into his 
* Heart, crying out, ABBA, Father : And the Spirit itſelf 
+ beartth Witneſs with his Spirit, that he is a Child of 
.: Gop. He rejoiceth alſo, whenever he looks forward, 


in hope of the Glory that ſpall be revealed: Yea, this his 

Joy is full, and all his Bones cry out, Bleed be the God 

and father of our Lord jeſus Chriſt, auh according to his 
3 abundant Mercy, - hath begotten me again to a livin 


ft Hope an Inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that 

y _ © fadeth not ac, reſerved in Heaven for me. 

2 7. And he who hath, his Hope thus full of Immortality, 

4 in every Thing giveth Thanks : As knowing that thts 

vs © (whatſoever it is) is the Will of God in Chriſt Jeſus con- 
cerning him. From him therefore he chearfully receives 


c- ö All, ſaying Good is the Will of the Lord: And whether 
„o- the Lord giveth or taketh away, equally 2% Ang the 
his Name ef the Lord, For he hath learned, in whatſoever 
den State he is, therewith to be content. He knoweth both 
his oa to be abaſed, and how to abound. Every where and 


in all Things he is inſtructed, both to be full and to be 
XX hungry, both, to abound and to ſuffer Need. Whether in 
Eaſe or Pain, whether in Sickneſs or Health, whether 
in Life or Death, he. giveth Thanks from the Ground 


A 3 0 


of the Heart to Him who orders it for Good : Knowing 
that as every good Gift cometh from above, fo none but 
Good can come from the Father of Lights, into whoſe : 
Hands he has wholly committed his Body and Soul, as 1 

into the Hands of a faithful Creator. He is therefore 

4 


careful (anxiouſly or uneaſily careful) for nothing: As 
having caſt all his Care on him that careth for him, and 
in ail things reſting on Him, after making his Requeſt = 
known to him with Thankſgiving. 

8. For indeed he prays without ceaſing. It is given 
him always to pray, and not to faint, Not that he is 
always in the Houſe of Prayer; tho he neglects no 
Opportunity of being there. Neither is he always on 
his Knees, althoShe often is, or on his Face, before the 
Lord his God. Nor yet is he always crying aloud to 
God, or calling upon himin Words: For many times 
the Spirit maketh Interceſſion for him with Groans that 
cannot be utter d: But at all times, the Language of his 
Heart is this, Thou Brightneſs of the Eternal Glory, 
© unto thee is my Mouth, tho' without a Voice, and 
« my Silence ſpeaketh unto Thee. And this is true 
Prayer, The lifting up the Heart to God. This is the 
Eſſence of Prayer, and this alone. But his Heart is 
ever lifted up to God, at all Times, and in all Places, 
In this he is never hindered, much leſs interrupted, by 
any Perſon or Thing. In Retirement, or Company, 
in Leiſure, Buſineſs or Converſation, his Heart is ever 
with the Lord. Whether he he down or riſe up, God 
is in all his Thoughts; he w«lks with God continually, 
having the loving Eye of his Mind ſtill fix'd upon him, 
and every where ſeeing Him that is inviſible. 

9. And while he thus always exerciſes his Love to God, 
by Prayer without ceaſing, rejoicing evermore, and in 
every thing giving Thanks, this Commandment is 
written in his Heart, that he avho.Joveth God, lowes bis 
Brother alſo. And he accordingly /oves his Neighbour | 
as himſelf ; he loves every Man as his own Soul His 
Heart is full of Love to all Mankind, to every Child 
of the Father of the Spirits of all Flip, That a Man 
is not perſonally known to him, is no Bar to his Love, 
No, nor that he is known to be ſuch as he approves not, 
that he repays Hatred for his Goodwill. For he Ie 

CS bis 
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his Enemies, yea and the Enemies of God; the Evil 
and the Unthenkful, And if it be not in his Power to do 
Good to them that hate him, yet he ceaſes not to pray 
for them, tho' they continue to ſpurn his Love and ſtill 
deſpitefully uſe him and perſecute bim. 

10. For he is pure in Heart. The Love of God has 
purifed his Heart from all revengeful Paſſions, from 
Envy, Malice and Wrath, from every unkind "Temper 
or malign Aﬀe&ion, It hath cleans'd him from Pride 
and Haughtineſs of Spirit, whereof alone cometh Con- 
tention. And he hat now put on Bowels of Mercies, 
Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long ſuffering * 
So that he forbears and forgiwes, 65 he had a Quarrel 
againſt any; even as God in Chriſt hath forgiven him. 
And indeed all poſsible Ground for Contention, on his 
part, is utterly cut off. For none can take from him 
what he deſires; ſeeing he loves not the World, nor any 


of the Things ef the World; being now crucified to the 


World, and the World cruciñ d to him 5 being dead to all 


that is in the World, both to the Luft of the Fleſb, the . 


Luft of the Eye, and the Pride of Life. For all his Defire 
is unto God, and to the Remembrance of his Name. 

11. Agreeable to this his one Deſire, is the one De- 
fign of his Life, namely, Not to do his own Will; but 


the Will of him that ſent him. His one Intentian at all 
Times and in all Things is, Not to pleaſe himſeif, bat 
* him whom his Soul loveth. He has a fingle Eye. And 
+ * becauſe his Eye is fingle, his whole Body is full of Light. 
Indeed where the loving Eye of the Soul is continually 
fx d upon God, there can be no Darkneſs at all, but the 


whole is Light; as when the bright ſhining of a Candle 
aoth enlighten the Houſe. God then reigns alone. All 
that is in the Soul is Holineſs to the Lord. There is 
not a Motion in his Heart, but is according to his Will. 
Every Thought that ariſes points to him, and is in 
Obedience to the Law of Chriſt. 

12. And the Tree is known by its Fruits, For as he 
loves God, ſo he keeps his Commanaments. . Not only 
ſome, or moſt of them, but all; from the leaſt to the 
greateſt. He is not content to deep the whole Law, and 
offend in one Point; but has in all Points, @ Conſcience 
void of Offence, towards God and towards Man. What- 

ever 


E. 100 
ever God has forbidden he avoids; whatever God has 

enjoy ned, he doth: And that, whether it be little or 
great, hard or eaſy, joyous or grievous to the Fleſh. He 
runs the Way of God's Commandments, now he hath ſet his 
Heart at Liberty. It is his Glory I fay fo to do; it is 
his daily Crown of rejoicing, To do the Mill of God on 
Earth, as it is done in Heawen ; knowing it is the higheſt 
Privilege of the Angles of God, of thoſe that excell in 
Strength, To fulfil bis Commandments, and hearken to the 
Voice of his Mord. i 

13. All the Commandments of God he accordingly 
keeps, and that wigh all his Might. For his Obedience 
is in proportion to Ms Love, the Source from whence it 
flows. And therefore loving God with all his Heart, 
he ſerves him with all his Strength. He continually 
preſents his Soul and Body, a living Sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God; entirely, and without Reſerve de- 
voring himſelf, all he has, and all he is, to his Glory. 
All the Talents he has received, he conſtantly employs, 
according to his Maſter's Will; every Power and Faculty 
of his Soul, every Member of his Body. Once he yielded 
them ant in and the Devil, as /nflruments of Unrighteou/- 
neſs: But now, being alive from the Dead, he yields 
them all, os Inftruments of Righteouſn'ſs unts God. 
14. By Conſequence, whatſoever he doth, it is all to 
the Glory of God. In all his Employments of every 
kind, he not only aim at this, (which is implied in 
having a fingle Eye) but actually artains it. His Buſt- 
neſs and Kefreſhments, as well as his Prayers, all ſerve 
to this great End. Whether he fir in his Houſe or walk 
by the Way, whether he lie down or rife up, he is 
promoting in all he ſpeaks or does, the one Buſineſs of 
his Life: Whether he put on his Apparel, or labour, or 
eat and drink, or divert himſelf from too waſting La- 
bour, it all tends to advance the Glory of God, by 
Peace and Good-will among Men. His one invariable 
Rule is this, Mh rſoewer ye dg in Word or Dera, do it all 
in the N.cme of the Lord Jeſus, giving Thanks to God and 
the Father by Him. wy 

15. Nor do the Cuſtoms of the World at all hinder 
his running the Rice which is ſet before him He knows, 

that Vice does not looſe its Nature, though it become 

| ever 
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; ever ſo faſhionable ; and remembers, That every Max 


is to give an Account of him/eif to God. He cannot 
therefore even fo/low a Multitude to do Evil: Hecan- 
not fare ſumptuoufly every Dao, or moe Proviſion for. 
the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſis thereof. He cannot lay up 
Treaſures upon Earth, no more than he can take Fire 
into his Boſom. He cannot adorn h:m/e//7 (on any Pre- 
tence) with Gold or coftly Apparel. He cannot join in, 
or co intenance any Diverſion, which has the leaſt Ten- 


dency to Vice of any kind. He cannot peak Evil of 
huis Neighbour, no more than he can lie, either for God 
or Man. He cannot utter an unkind Word of any one; 
for Love keeps the Door of his Lip He cannot ipeak 
alle Words; No corrupt Communication ever comes ont 0 
bis Mouth; as is all that which ts not good, to the Uſe of 
«* eaifying, not fit to miniſter Grace to thy 
© whatſoever T hings are pure, whatſoeug hings are lovely, 
= awhatfoever Things are juſtly of go 
= and ſpeaks, and acts, adorning 
Jeſus Chriſt i» all Things. 


arers.. But 


eport, he thinks, 
e Goſpel of our Lord 


16. Laſtly, as he has Time, he dves Good ans all 


Men; unto Neighbours, and Strangers. Friends and 
Enemies. And that, in every poſlible kind; not only 
to their Bodies, by feeding the Hungry, clou thing the Na- 
"© hed, viſiting thoſe that "are fick or in Priſan; but much 
more does h. labour to do Good to their Souls, as of 
the Ability Which God giveth: To awaken thoſe that 
lleep in Death; to bring thoſe who are awakened to the 
Fatoning Blood, that, being juſtiſied by Faith, they may 
gzhave Peace with God; and to provoke thoſe who have 
Peace with God, to abound more in Love and in good 
Works. And he is willing to /pend and to be ſpent here- 


in, even to be offered upon the Sacrifice and Serwice of 


bein Faith, ſo they may all come unto the Meaſure of 
be Stature of the Fulneſi of Chriſt, | 


17. Theſe are the Principlis and Practices of our Sect ; 


| theſe are the Marks of a true Methodift, By theſe alone 


do thoſe who are in Deriſion ſo called, deſire to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed from other Men. If any Man ſay, Why, 
theſe are only the common fundamental Principles of 
Chriſtianity. Thou haſt ſaid: So I mean; this is the 
very Truth, I know they are no other, and I wou'd 

| to ; 


Gn 
to God both thou and all Men knew, that I, and all 
who follow my Judgment, do vehemently refute to be 
diſtinguiſhed from other Men, by any but the common 
Principles of Chriſtianity. 'The plain, old Chriſtianity 
that 1 teach, -renouncing and deteſting all other Marks 
of Diſtinction. And whoſoever #75 what I preach (let 
him be called what he will; for Names change not the 
Nature of 'I'hings} he is a Chriſtian, not in Name only,” 
but in Heart and in Life; He is inwardly and outwardly 
conformed to the Will of God, as reveal'd in the writ- 
ten Word. . He thinks, ſpeaks, and lives, according to the 
Method /aid down in the Revelaticn of Jeſus Chriſt. His 
Soul is renewed a #he Image of God, in Righteouſneſs 
in aud in all true Holineſs. And having the Mind that 
| avas in Chriſt, he ſo walks as Chriſt % walked, | 


- 
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. 18. By thele Marks, by theſe Fruits of a living 
Faith, do we labour to ing niſb ourſelves, from the 
unbelieving. World, from all thoſe whoſe Minds or 
Lives are not according to the Goſpel of Chriſt. But from 
Teal Chriſtians, of whatſoever Denomination they be, we 

earneſtly deſire not to be diſtinguiſh'd at all: Nor from 
any, who ſincerely follow after what they know they have 

not yet attained. No, Who/cever aoth the Will of my 
Fatber which is in Heaven, the ſame is my Brother and 
Sifter and Mother. And I beſcech you, Brethren, by the 
Mercies of God, that we be in no wiſe divided among 
ourſelves. LU thy Heut right, as my Heart is with 
thine * I ask no farther Queſtion. Hit be, give me thy 
Hand. For Opinions, or Terms, let us not d. ſtrey the 
Work of God. Doſt thou love and ſerve God ?- It is 
enough. 1 give thee the right Hand of Feliowſhip. 
there be any C o:Jolation in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Lowe, 

if any Felloauſt ip of the Spirit, if any Bowwels and Mercics : 

Let us /irwwe together for the Faith of the Geſpel, wvalk* 

ing worthy of the Vocation wherewith ave are culled; 
with all Iowlinſs and Meekneſs, with Lorg-fufferitg, 
ferbeating one another in Love, endeavouring to keep the 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace : neuling, 

| there i one Body and one Spirit, even as wwe dre called 
evith Hope of our one Calling, one Lord, one Faith, one 
$i) = Bafpiifm, one God and one Father of all, who is abowe all, 

and thro" all, and in you all! 3 
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